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Executive Summary 
ACHD staff, in cooperation with Garden City, the Garden City Urban Renewal Agency (URA), and Idaho 
Transportation Department, began work on the Garden City Livable Streets Plan (GCLSP) in late 2012. 
The purpose of the Garden City Livable Streets Plan is to: 

• Develop new roadway cross sections generated from the land use plans and mobility demands 
of the community. Cross sections are to be used to further strengthen the catalogue of options 
in the existing ACHD Livable Streets Design Plan.  

• Develop an implementation plan that informs and assigns responsibility to partnering agencies 
to implement the plan recommendations. The implementation plan will clearly answer identify 
projects that: 

o ACHD can accomplish 
o ACHD can partner with Garden City, its URA, or ITD to accomplish 
o Garden City or URA or another partner agency should pursue 

• Generate a list of cost effective projects that can be accomplished over the short term (within 
5-7 years) to improve the local transportation network, including bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities, and to enhance current routes and connections to desirable activity sites. 

• Identify long-term goals that would most likely require significant redevelopment, as well as 
policy proposals to help realize those goals. 

While the Garden City Master Street Plan effort in 2008 had similar goals in terms of identifying new 
street alignments, it preceded the Master Street Map and did not have an implementation strategy. 
This effort seeks to set forth a robust implementation strategy and will memorialize any adopted new 
street alignments in the Master Street Map. 
 
Facts & Findings 
Meetings with the public, stakeholders, the Garden City Urban Renewal Agency, and the Garden City 
Council revealed the following desired improvements: 

• New local streets, generally parallel to Adams and Chinden and running between 36th and 48th 
Streets 



• More Greenbelt, pathway and sidewalk connections. Completing the sidewalk on collectors 
(Adams, Arney, Garrett) is a priority for the city, followed by completing curb/gutter/sidewalk 
on numbered streets. 

• More crossings and/or signals on the state highway system. A signal at SH-44/State and Bogart 
is a priority for the city. Pedestrian crossings at key locations on Chinden are also desirable. 

 
Fiscal Implications 
Many projects likely to come out of this plan would be funded out of the Community Programs and 
Economic Development programs as resources allow. The Garden City Urban Renewal Agency may be 
able to participate in cost share agreements for some road projects eventually, but likely not in the first 
few years due to its pay-as-you-go structure. 
 
Policy Implications 
This plan may consider proposing changes to some ACHD policies to make implementation more 
feasible. Staff would like to get an assessment for the Commission’s willingness to consider any of the 
following proposals, and whether they should be pursued in greater detail: 

• Adopt proposed new local street alignments into the Master Street Map 
• Pave/improve connections to the greenbelt, either in ACHD right-of-way, or with an easement 
• Construct a demonstration project for a new local street alignment 
• Employ a developer cooperative program to construct new streets 
• Install a pedestrian crossing on the state system 
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ACHD staff and its consultant conducted a two-session workshop with the public on November 8, 2012 
for the Garden City Livable Streets Plan.  Twenty-two staff and stakeholders signed in and attended the 
afternoon session, which was focused on agency and institutional stakeholders.  Thirty members of the 
general public signed in for the evening session, though staff estimates that many were couples 
attending together, so the number of workshop participants at that session was closer to 40. 
 
The purpose of the Garden City Livable Streets Plan is to: 

• Develop new roadway cross sections generated from the land use plans and mobility demands 
of the community. Cross sections are to be used to further strengthen the catalogue of options 
in the existing ACHD Livable Streets Design Plan.  

• Develop an implementation plan that informs and assigns responsibility to partnering agencies 
to implement the plan recommendations. 

• Generate a short term list of cost effective projects to improve the local transportation 
network, including bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and to enhance current routes and 
connections to desirable activity sites.  

 
In addition to 18 comment sheets submitted by agency staff and stakeholders, and 33 comment sheets 
submitted by the general public, another 10 comments were submitted before and after the 
workshop. Major themes of the comments include: 
 
Staff and Stakeholders 
 
Major themes among this group included emphasis on appropriate design of on-street parking, 
construction of sidewalks, recognizing the utility of a “skinny street” that caters to more walking/biking 
thereby allowing vehicular demands to exist on collectors and above. Other themes included 
landscaping and street feature needs, additional transit consideration, and safe and appropriate 
crosswalk placement.  
 
  



General Public 
 
 The public emphasis on vibrant and active “main streets” was evident along with putting more of a 
“garden” in Garden City. Many comments were about quality of life including less exposure to 
speeding cars, more “inviting” spaces, and place making.  Several people also brought up the need for 
an additional pedestrian bridge connecting to the Willow Lane Athletic Complex, and for the 
community to embark on several clean up days to help improve its image to both existing citizens and 
area residents. 
 
General Comments 

• The need for way finding and improved access to and from the greenbelt was a significant and 
pervasive topic 

• Crossing both Chinden and State Street is difficult and unsafe; need to improve crossings/install 
signals (State/Bogart was mentioned several times) 

• Introduce boulevard treatments (median islands) on busier roads where possible 
• Need to fill gaps in sidewalks/pathways along busy streets, such as the west side of Glenwood 

between the Boise River bridge and Riverside Drive 
• There is a need to de-conflict pedestrian and bicycle traffic, both on the Greenbelt and on 

streets/sidewalks 
• Sufficient parking areas are needed for greenbelt access 
• Real focus on the Visual Arts Collective (VAC) and other artistic venues 

 


